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SUBJECT: SWISS VIEWS OF MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS (MTN) 
REF: A) STATE 279785 B) GENEVA 0070 

1. IN COURSE JAN 16 GENERAL DICUSSION MTN SITUATION 
FOLLOWING PASSAGE TRADE ACT, SENIOR SWISS DIVISION OF 
COMMERCE OFFICIALS CONCERNED WITH GATT AND MTN (DUNKEL, 
EBERHARD) TOLD EMBOFF THEY THOUGHT IT PARTICULARLY IM- 
PORTANT THAT INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS TAKE PLACE SOON 
LOOKING TOWARD AGREEMENT AT FEBRUARY TNC ON STRUCTURE 
AND ORGANIZATION OF NEXT PHASE NEGOTIATIONS. SWISS 
HAVE NO PRE-CONCEIVED VIEWS ALTHOUGH THEY GENERALLY 
SATISIFED WITH PRELIMINARY PHASE STRUCTURE. THEY ALSO 
WILLING SEE FORMATION SOME AGRICULTURE SECTOR GROUPS 
ALTHOUGH THEY PREFER NOT MOVE TOWARD INDUSTRIAL SECTOR 
NEGOTIATIONS AT THIS STAGE. 
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2. SWISS THOUGHT IT ALSO IMPORTANT THAT FEBRUARY TNC 
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ATTEMPT ESTABLISH SOME PRIORITIES FOR WORK DURING 1975 
(PRIOR TOKYO DECLARATION TARGET DEADLINE) TO AVOID 
UNDUE SLIPPAGE. RE TIMING OF TNC MEETING, THEY WOULD 
PREFER SEE SOME SLIGHT DELAY TO LATTER PART FEBRUARY 
IN ORDER ACHIEVE MEANINGFUL RESULTS. 

3. DUNKEL SAID SWISS WANTED BE AS HELPFUL AS POSSIBLE 
IN INITIAL ORGANIZATIONAL PHASE OF NEGOTIATIONS. WHILE 
HE RECOGNIZES KEY MTN ROLE OF US, EC, AND JAPAN, DUNKEL 
ALSO CLEARLY SEEKING USEFUL WAY FOR SWITZERLAND TO 
PARTICIPATE ACTIVELY IN ALL ASPECTS MTN FROM OUTSET 
OF NEGOTIATING PHASE. 

4. DUNKEL AND EBERHARD EXPRESSED SOME CONCERN RE SECTION 
126 OF TRADE ACT ON RECIPROCAL NON-DISCRIMINATORY TREAT- 
MENT, PARTICULARLY MENTION IN PARA D OF POSSIBLE DESIG- 
NATION BY PRESIDENT OF OTHER "MAJOR INDUSTRIAL COUNTRIES" 
BESIDES EC, CANADA, AND JAPAN. IF THERE WAS A POSSIBILITY 
THAT OTHER IMPORTANT BUT SMALLER TRADING NATIONS SUCH 
AS SWITZERLAND MIGHT HAVE TO MEET TEST OF "SUBSTANTIALLY 
EQUIVALENT” CONCESSIONS AT END OF NEGOTIATIONS, THIS 
WOULD CREATE UNCERTAINLY, MEASUREMENT PROBLEMS, AND 
POSSIBLY OTHER COMPLICATIONS. 
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